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By THOMAS POWERS 



a FTER scores of interviews and two years im- 
mersed in the immense documentary record, • 
\ the British journalist Anthony Summers has 
concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald played a “role” in 
the shooting of John F. Kennedy. This tea breathtak- 
ing admission. Although Mr. Summers cannot quite" 
bring himself to say Oswald killed Kennedy, he moves ' 
a long way in that direction. > - V . ; — ' ” 

; He admits, for example, that Oswald’s handwriting 
was on the mail order form for the.gun used to kill the 
President, that Oswald held the post office box the gun 
was mailed to; that Oswald had been photographed 
bolding the gun, that Oswald retrieved the gun from a 
friend’s garage and carried it to work on the morning 
of the murder, that the shots that killed Kennedy and 
wounded John Connally came from the Texas School 
Book Depository, that the bullets that killed Kennedy 
and wounded Governor Connally- had been fired from 
Oswald’s gun, that many witnesses saw a gunman in a 
sixth-floor window of the School Book Depository, that ■ 
Oswald’s gun was found near that window, that shell 
casings fired in Oswald’s gun were found in the same, 
place, that Oswald’s palm print was found on the gun, 
that a tuft of cotton fiber attached to the gun came 
from Oswald’s shirt, that Oswald fled the School Book 
Depository moments after the shooting, that the Dal-^ 
las police officer J. D. Tippit was killed with shots 
fired from a pistol belonging to Oswald not long after, 
that witnesses said Tippit’s killer fled to the nearby 
Texas Theater, that police arrested Oswald after a 
brief struggle in the theater, that the gun that killed 
Tippit was in Oswald’s hand at the moment of his ar- 
rest, and that Oswald then said, “Well, it’s all over 



One can see why Oswald might have thought so. But 
Mr. Summers, who is very far from being alone, re- 
mains convinced that Oswald — “whatever his role on 
November 22, 1963’’ — was only part of a broader con- 
spiracy to kill the President, probably involving disaf- 
fected American Intelligence officials, anti-Castro 
Cuban activists "and Mafia gangsters. The evidence 
for these claims is soberly laid out in 523 pages of text 
and 86 pages of source notes, which have the virtue of 
collating just about everything anybody has ever re- 
ported on the subject of John F. Kennedy’s murder. If 
you’ve ever been curious about the mysterious “Mau- 
rice Bishop” of the C.I.A., or the role of Loran Hall, or 
whether New Orleans prosecutor Jim Garrison really 
had the goods, or which Mafia chieftain said Kennedy 
was going to get his, the Silvia Odio incident, or Jack 
ftuby’s alleged visit to Santos Trafficante in a Cuban 
prison, “Conspiracy” is the place to look. V 

Mr. Summers has one irritating characteristic com- 
mon to Kennedy assassination researchers — a kind of 
nutty completeness. He raises doubts he doesn’t quite 
credit himself — for example, that Oswald’s Russian 
wife, Marina, might have been ^ K.G.B. agent, or that 
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someone else might have shot Patrolman Tippit, or 
that Oswald couldn’t have gone to Helsinki in 1959 on 
the day the documents say he did. There is no such 
^ thing as a universally accepted factual claim about 
Lee Harvey Oswald; all arb contested by somebody, 
and Mr. Summers lets everybody have his say. This 
makes his book a useful mine (especially because his 
careful notes identify the source of every claim), but 
diffuses his argument, since many of the “discrepan- 
cies” point to conspiracies Mr. Summers appears to 
have rejected. It is not easy to figure out just what it isr 
Mr. Summers thinks happened. 

T When the conclusion finally emerges on page 514, it 
is a curiously tentative mouse, after such elephantine 
labor. “It is certainly possible that a renegade ele- 
ment in U.S. intelligence manipulated Oswald — 
whatever his role on November 22, 1963. That same 
element may have activated pawns in the anti-Castro 
movement and the Mafia to murder the President and 
execute Oswald.” 

Mr. Summers begins where the House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations recently left off : with the as- 
sumption there must have been a conspiracy because 
acoustical tests of a djctabelt recording of police radio 
transmissions on the day of the murder prove that four 

not three — shots were fired in Dealey Plaza. Since 

it was hard to see how Oswald could have fired three 
‘ shots in the time indicated by the Zapruder film (the 
commitee concluded, and Mr. Summers agrees, that 
be did fire the three shots, and that those three shots 
killed Kennedy and wounded John Connally) the 
fourth shot must have come from a second man. The 
acoustical experts said it Came from the notorious 
grassy knoll in front of Kennedy’s car. (As usual many 
points remain unclear, and Mr. Summers cites contra- 
dictory testimony that, added up, suggests there 
might have been six conspirators on the scene in all.) 
The acoustical evidence is accepted by Mr. Summers 
as gospel, in spite of the fact that the fourth shot does 
not sound like a gunshot to the naked ear, and serious 
investigators question just where the transmission re- 
corded at police headquarters came from. 

- Mr. Summers’s book, at any rate, certainly does not 
prove anything, but it does suggest one reason the 
Kennedy assassination continues to exercise a kind of 
-terrible fascination. The great glaring omission of the 
r Warren Commission Report was Its now-apparent re- 
fusal to enter the conspiratorial underworld, much of 
*** ... ^Continued on Page 27 
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in Dallas. On the weekend of 
Nov. 16-17, Oswald remained 
alone in his boarding house 
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. room, where he fixed his own 
meals. The papers that weekend 
the were full of plans for Kennedy's 
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C.I.A. and devotedjto the over- visit, but his motorcade route 
throw of Fidel Castro. Naturally was not published until Joes- 
Castro had his own agents day, Nov. 19. Conspirators plan- 
deeded among his opponents, ning to*kill Kennedy could not 
and the F.B.I. tried to keep an have known until then that Os- 
eye on them, on its rivals in the w aid’s job might provide an 
CXA., on the Mafia, on the ex- ideal post for an assassin. When 
i remist fringe of the anti-Castro Oswald left for work on Thurs- 
movement, and on American y day morning, the fact that he 
leftists who supported Castro, did not bring his pistol with him 
The C.I.A.'s use of the Mafia in — although he planned to spend 
plots to kill Castro only thick- 'the night with his wife at a 

ened the soup. There is no ques- friend's house outside Dallas 

lion Oswald had at least a toe in suggests he did not yet think he 
Ihis great cauldron, with the re- was going to need it. (After the 
pult that the “associates" of his shooting, he returned to his 
.associates" spread out very room for the pistol.) 
far indeed, nbne of them in- That night he retrieved his 
dined by temperament, profes- rifle from the friend's garage 
sion or circumstances to tell a and wrapped it with brown 
straight story. The assassina- paper and tape brought from 
lion researchers rightly sensed the depository. The next mom- 
there was much to be learned ing he told a friend, who drove 
here, and the search for the him to work, that the parcel con- 
‘truth" about Kennedy has tained curtain rods. It was a 
proved an effective tool in open- curiously domestic detail for a 
fng up secret files. — - man whose family had left him. 

But the question remains in those few final days, almost 
whether any of the plotters who entirely accounted for, there 
were only an "associate" or two does not seem to me to be much 
removed from Oswald had any- room for - frantic last-minute 
thing to do with Kennedy’s as- plotting with renegade C.I.A. 
sassi nation. Mr. Summers officers, anti-Castro extremists 
thinks we need still another in- and Mafia gangsters. But others 
vestigation to find out. My own think otherwise. ■ 
feeling is that it would doubtless 

turn up interesting material, 

but that Oswald will ultimately 
remain as alone in the killing as 
he was in life. The simplicity 
and psychological coherence of 
this explanation are brilliantly 
argued in Priscilla McMillan’s 
“Marina -and Lee," which I 
think is'Still the best book about 
the assassination. 
f /A little over a month before 
the" sfwodhg, on Oct. 16, 1963, 

Oswald w&it to work at the 



